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CMACC MEETING DETAILS 

JANUARY 2025 

DATE AND TIME: SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 2025 11:00 

A.M. TO 2 P.M. 

LOCATION: VIENNA FIREHOUSE BOARD ROOM (JACK 

WILL BE HAVING 1/64 SALE 8 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M. IN 

MAIN HALL), 400 SOUTH CENTER ST., VIENNA, VA 

22180 

THEME: OAST-NEW MODELS 

RSVP: HAROLD BLEVINS 517-224-1123, 

shadyvalley48@gmail.com  

EVENTS:  Let me know if you know! 

January 19, 2025—8 a.m. to 2 p.m., JAX 1/64 sale at the 

Vienna Firehouse. 

February 1 & 2, 2025—Saturday 9-5, Sunday 9-3, Great 

Scale Model Train Show and Railroad Collectors Show, 

Maryland State Fair, 2200 York Road, Timonium, MD 21093 

Now through third week of April, 2025, Reaching for 

Perfection, the story of the artistic impact of the Bugatti 

family (including five Bugatti autos, Art Nouveau 

furniture, etc.), Academy Art Museum, Easton, MD.   

mailto:shadyvalley48@gmail.com
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Editor’s Corner 
Thanks to Harold, Todd, and Bob for recording the minutes of the December 15 meeting.  Confessions, I 

joined the Alfa Romeo Owner’s Club Capital Chapter for their holiday party, a luncheon held at a historic  

lodge on the Appalachian trail west of Purcellville.  There was supposed to be a group drive on some twisty 

roads, but right after we got there it started snowing like crazy, so we cancelled the drive, just ate Italian 

food.  The snow continued and still covered the roads until we got back to Leesburg—an early taste of 

winter!    

Again, in January, thanks to Harold, Todd and Carol, there will be a meeting at the Vienna firehouse in 

conjunction with Jack’s 1/64 show.   

I also want to thank Bob Short and Doug Campbell, for their contributions this month.  I am endeavoring 

to start the New Year with an on-time newsletter, so if you have something please send it for next month. 

Continuing the British car museum theme, in this issue you will see a selection of photos from my visit to 

Beaulieu National Motor Museum in England. 

I hope everyone had a good holiday season, and will have a Happy New Year, with good health and Happy 

Collecting!  

 Fred 

Minutes of the CMACC Meeting of 

December 15, 2024 

Notes by Harold Blevins, Photos by Todd 

Blevins and Bob Short 

The meeting was held in conjunction with the Jax 1/64 show organized by Jack Dye, held at the firehouse 

in Vienna, Virginia.  Attendance included Harold Blevins Todd Blevins, Fred Harris, Bob Short, Jack Dye, 

Brian Berry, Jim Williamson, Joe Adamito (? apologies, can’t read Harold’s writing), and Dick Williams. 

Jack’s show was well attended with 48 vendors covering all tables with treasures.  Nine CMACC members, 

with Bob Short, Jack Dye, Brian Berry and Joe working sale tables while Todd and Jim worked in the 

kitchen.  

Bob brought a number of models for “OAST”, including an Esval ’57 Studebaker Commander Provincial 

Wagon, 1/43 scale: 
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a 1/48 GMC Sunoco Tow Truck from Menards, 

 

a 1/43 Norev Grand Torino,  
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a 1/43 IXO 1969 Rambler Rogue hardtop, from an ebay seller in Spain.  

 

and a 1/43 Stamp models 1969 Chevrolet Chevelle SS396 . 1/43 scale resin beautiful model .obtained 

from Dave Gilber, Toycargeek.com. He has a store in Nashville, TN. 
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Dick Williams also brought items for OAST including an Iconic ’64 Ford New York police car,  

 

A Corgi Chrysler Imperial, 
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A 1/24 Tennessee Highway Patrol (Model A?) 

 

And a 1/24 ’40 Ford by Liberty Classics. from Tennessee , both for the 75th Anniversary of the 

Highway Patrol. 

 

Dick also brought some models previously seen in the Journal, including the Tatra 603 Police Car, 

the Vitesse Taipei City Police Mitsubishi Outland, and the Kess Chevrolet Ambulance. 
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Next meeting Jan. 19th at the firehouse along with Jack’s Die Cast Show.  It was great to see Bruce Pascal 

set up two tables full of his extra Hot Wheels, but alas I found no pink rear load Beach Bomb prototypes 

on this table—next time who knows? 
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ONCE AROUND, SHOW AND TELL 

(OAST) 

OAST- Doug Campbell 

Time-to-time on EBay, since I tend to collect the unusual…the unusual seem to show up…and seemingly 

unusual to find here in the  USA is this HO  scale  colorful  mostly plastic Christmas Coca-Cola truck from 

GREECE…even all the box lettering is all in the Greek language, and it just took about a week for the little 

truck to “cross the pond” from Greece and arrive in my mailbox!. 

 

Brand new from AUTOMODELLO models is this truly impressive and so finely detailed  1973-78 GMC 

MotorHome. This model is produced in 3 versions, and 143 pieces were made of each version, and is part 

of Automodello’s “ONE 43” replica line. The interior details are incredible, and I would rate this model as 

the BEST model GMC MotorHome made to date! That little metal bar is included  I believe as part  of the 

left  side canopy assembly which I haven’t attempted  to  add yet! 
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On Saturday Dec. Dec. 21, the Pa. Matchbox Collectors Club held its annual banquet in Lancaster County, 

Pa. , and towards the end of the wonderful  party(about 40 in attendance!) , after Bob Porjca’s annual 

excellent presentation on a continuing year of Matchbox production and history, and a most extensive 

photo review by 2  Club members of hundreds of diecasts due out next year from many model 

manufacturers (YES, hundreds of new models due out!!), Bob Porcja’s (you might know his huge displays of 

Corgi’s  for sale at shows, and he maybe the leading world authority  on MATCHBOX  history!) wife, 

Ashley,  surprised everyone by honoring Sean Weaver- the Club President’s 45th birthday with a beautiful 

car theme cake and car themed gourmet cupcakes she made for everyone, and she hand made one  these 

Matchbox ‘66 Mustang GT models for each attending member too(Sean is a Mustang freak!) adding 6 tiny 

labels to each model, and a replica of the delicious cupcakes she made for us on the back, and she had to 

hand add all those  tiny sprinkles to each  cupcake replica on the model too…she had taken two days off of 

work, and they were up til 4am morning of banquet to get all her creative efforts done for this banquet! 
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At the Pa.Matchbox  Collectors  Club banquet for the past few years, Bob Porcja and his wife, Ashley, 

produce special MATCHBOX models for each member attending , along with a Hershey chocolate bar 

wrapped in special wrapper showing the annual models …and as they used to get the model  graphics 

printed by  a NJ firm that went out of business, now they get custom  labels printed and all are hand affixed 

to each model, plus a special “theme” load..this year it was “:ducks”, and a candy cane, and they both 

came  dressed  in matching colorful  “duck”/“candy cane”  holiday shirts!  Ashley spent countless hours 

hand-producing all those models for us!  Each banquet attendee received a choice of the red or white 

Matchbox ‘61 Ford Falcon Ranchero  model (so Joan and me got one of each!) and after the banquet there 

were just about 12 each of the  very limited green and blue ‘70 Matchbox Ford Falcon Ranchero  models  

(yes TWO different Matchbox Rancheros!) offered for sale, and I was able  to  get one of each to complete 

my collection… our banquet models have been so much fun to enjoy over the many years! 
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As released some years back, Hallmark once 

again added an Oscar Meyer Wienermobile to 

its 2024 Ornament line, but this one is a 

different casting and has a different jingle 

playing inside! 
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Sometimes we have to be a bit creative to collect a model. Recently on EBay here in Maryland, someone 

offered this LLEDO (England) Stew Leonard’s (a store that’s a FAVORITE stop for Joan  and me on our way 

back & forth to Maine, in Connecticut  each summer) trailer, with no rear doors or a cab, but it was just 

$2  and  I have never seen another  whole model for sale… so after receiving it I went on EBay and found a 

British promotional with similar colors…these are LLEDO 1/76 scale  articulated  trucks made years back in 

a line called “Cargo Kings”…so I removed the rear doors and added them to the Stew Leonard’s  trailer , and 

took the cab, and added Stew Leonard graphics on front and doors of cab  -cut from a  small bag of  Stew 

Leonard’s  Organic popcorn I had brought home this summer! So now I have a “whole” model  truck  to 

display,  custom-made! 

 

I had noticed  on Home Depot’s TV commercials this holiday season , mention of a kid’s workshop and they 

showed a little boy making a toy  wooden HOME  DEPOT  truck….so to follow my interest, I checked EBay, 

and there are  many of these Home Depot wooden truck KITS offered, but I saw one that not only was 

assembled/painted, but the seller had used TWO kits to make a double trailer, and was selling this finished 

model for less then most of the single KITS offered! ..When I got the model, the only thing , as he described, 

to complete, was to attach the base to each trailer, and he included the little nails which easily went into 

the soft wood, to complete the model assembly in about 5 minutes! It’s just one of many unusual model 

trucks that catches my fancy…and actually  closely resembles Home Depot’s REAL home delivery fleet!  
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Recently, the online Model Auto Review emails, added another part to the fascinating story of HOMEMADE 

DIECAST from Ukraine, and having purchased one  I showed in this OAST  a few issues ago, I decided to 

order another  I wanted having seen the nice quality,  and just a few days ago  from wartime UKRAINE, 

came along this wonderful  HOMEMADE DIECAST  Luaz ambulance from early 1999, and although the box 

labels and the  nice colored multi-page brochure that came with the model were all written in the Ukrainian 

language the website does mention this is one of 25 made (box says only 15 models were made!), and its 

1/43 scale made Feb,-Dec. 2022..the model is made of copper and resin and has medical interior, antenna, 

and tiny exterior lights..and models an actual Ukrainian made vehicle, pictured in the color brochure  that 

comes with the model… (Only about 50 REAL Luaz vans were ever made it seems). 
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My next few photos of OAST start with this story and this model,back in my 1950’s childhood, my father 

took me each Christmas season into downtown Baltimore to see the annual model railroad (O & HO scale 

layouts) display  of  the Baltimore  Society of Model  Engineers(a club still  in existence but without a any 

home, as  the  old building  they were in , was closed many  years  ago), and after climbing 3 narrow flights 

of stairs, dozens of model trains were always running,  and a detailed scenery display , but my fascination 

was to see this little plastic/metal Railway Express Agency truck that was in  that  O scale layout each year.    I 

could never talk them into selling it to me, but in the 1970’s at  an early MACUNGIE , PA., Awkscht Fescht 

toy show, I finally found this  mint example, and noted it was made by  Conway  Co., of Skokie, Illinois … 

fast forward to the days when EBay  came along, and I discovered many other versions of this charming 

little truck,  now  in my collection (2 different Curtis, Kraft, Oscar  Meyer, Swift,to name a few..) that looked 

to me to resemble an early  GMC 1950’s delivery van. The  little  truck has large metal wheels with rubber 

tires, and it very freely “rolls ” along with no  motor  of any kind! 

 

My  favorite find at the recent  YORK TOY SHOW, Thanksgiving weekend, was this Conway (no name on 

base though!) NABISCO promotional van, first I’ve ever seen in a BOX listed underneath as part of the 

“Lincoln Line” …an old advertising speciality company who seemingly promoted  these  trucks, made by 

Conway I’m sure, as “ROTOROLL” trucks, with the little box side panels cut  out  to show graphics on 

sides.  Box says “rolls 100 feet with one push”, and all graphics on these trucks were applied as one piece 

over roof and sides, as water-line decals by Meyercord Co. - an old decal manufacturer. 
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Note- RIGHT side has “Ritz”decals graphics! 
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As a follow-up to past few photos, a few months ago I found this old magazine ad on EBay, selling a 

“Conway Dairy” truck for just $1.00 from some address in Denver…have no more details who this “Roll-A- 

Long  Trucks” offer was from , but interesting that ad calls this a “Mack-type” truck! Drawing in this ad 

resembles a “Kraft” truck, but ad says it’s a “Make-believe” dairy truck you will get! See both actual models 

in my next photo! 
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Here’s the two actual model  trucks mentioned in my last photo of the ”ad” 

 

This was such a cheaply- priced model on EBay recently  that I couldn’t pass it by--a Corgi  Bedford 

Luton  Van. Lettered very colorfully for Watts Bros. Movers of Britain. 
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Manufactured before 1954, this truck WAS originally a red MOBIL tanker & cab , but someone, probably an 

ad agency re- painted  the tank trailer for a firm “GIBBONS” , and remade the metal under plate so that the 

original two side hoses spring retract , as originally  they just pulled out and in!  They added a WHITE original 

Smith-Miller cab unit…and it looks rather professionally painted, and when I saw it was selling  on EBay for 

less  then current Brooklins  sell for, I couldn’t pass it by…as the seller from North Carolina  even took my 

lesser offer price, and he told me he bought it in a large lot of stuff..and had no background on who 

”GIBBONS” was….., and seemingly knew nothing about “Smith-Millers” …and i can’t find anything on the 

internet about “GIBBONS” …...I presume it was an oil  company, but could be anything…I remember growing 

up in the 1950’s, an old oil company here  in Towson, Md. had TWO re-painted. Smith-Miller “Mobil” tankers 

in their front windows, as they were an old ESSO dealer..and me and my Dad could never talk them into 

selling one them of course!…..so where this old model is from is a mystery, but I’m delighted with it, as 

seemingly purist Smith-Miller  collectors luckily didn’t bid on a  re-painted truck! 
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When in Philadelphia , just a few days before Christmas  for our annual visit  to  see the spectacular Center 

City Macy’s (the former John Wanamaker dept. store ) light show (I haven’t missed  a year seeing this annual 

show at that store since 1968!)..I stopped down the street to the always wonderful SEPTA (Southeastern Pa. 

Transportation  Authority ) Transit Store….. a walk -in huge store full  of  toy  trolleys &  trains  & buses, 

transit merchandise of all descriptions, great Philly souvenirs, etc.), and it was sooo crowded I could hardly 

move around as they were well sold out of about everything, but I wanted my annual East Penn Traction 

Club trolley calendar, and saw  too these two SEPTA plush bus & subway train car  toys I didn’t have …..I 

NEVER  leave that wonderful  store  empty-handed! 
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OAST-Bob Short 

 
1) Iconic Replicas Golden Eagle Coach, 1/87 Scale. Nicely done! 

 

Some Christmas gifts for myself arrived this month: 

 

2) Solido 1/43. Volkswagen Caddy , sold in the U.S. back in the 80s as the Rabbit Pickup, 

another vehicle I lusted after but had absolutely no use for so it never happened. 

 

3) Kess 1/43 1972 Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser  that was converted into a "442" . There never was 

a factory 442 Wagon but I've seen several similar conversions at car shows and in Magazines 

over the years. At any rate a very nice model obtained from an ebay seller in  Spain along 

with the VW Pickup. 
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4) Yes, another Coca Cola truck,  the second version of a Coke livery 1957 Chevrolet 

Stakebody by Ertl. I assume this dates from the late 90s. Found on Ebay. 
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5) Here I go again, 1947 Dodge pickup truck by Ertl in Coca-Cola graphics, had to have it . 

Unfortunately advertised on ebay as new but it arrived missing the mirrors. 

 

 

 

6) And From ebay, Charmy Japanese tin Trailways Eagle 14" long. I believe these date from the 

late ‘60s or early ‘70s’ In very nice shape. Another one of my bucket list toys  

 

 
 

Happy Collecting! 
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I have always thought THIS is the HOLY 

GRAIL of TOY FIRE ENGINES ! ! 

By Doug Campbell 

 

Way back in 1964..I was just 14 years old  and my father often purchased  TEXACO  gasoline  for our family 

automobile…and  at Christmas of 1964  I remember the television ads (still in black & white back then ,if I 

remember !) for a wonderful big TEXACO fire engine sold only at Texaco gas stations that holiday season, 

but my Dad thought it was just so big and heavy, he just never got me one that year…alas with me growing 

up in the early 1950’s years playing with SMITH-MILLER trucks which were bigger and heavier then that fire 

engine, but I guess at 14 , he thought it was too much like a play toy for YOUNGER children…… 

Ever since that time I have wanted one of those big steel TEXACO  fire engines, and in all those years since,  I 

have never found one that was damaged, or  not missing parts, or that I could afford, as better examples , 

some still missing parts, run $500-$1000 each now…with the original price back in 1964 being just $3.98 

…with a purchase of 8 gallons of  Fire Chief Gasolene,  or Havolene  motor oil  or Texaco Anti-Freeze…and 

to this day I still, despite 1964 prices, as $3.98 was a lot of money back then…can’t figure how they made 

that big, beautiful STEEL Texaco Fire Engine..at about 26” long…for that low  price! ..and I guess 8 gallons of 

gasolene was a lot to  have to purchase back then too… 

The toy Texaco Fire Engine was made by an obscure toy manufacturer, Wen-Mac/ AMF ,in California, who 

made some other toys for Texaco Christmas promotions too back then. Some of these toy fire engines were 

also made by Buddy L, and just about identical, as I guess Texaco needed  a supply larger then Wen-Mac 

could manufacture at the  time, and Buddy L was their other Texaco toy producer back then.  I can’t even 

figure, with the huge size of these toy fire engines, just how many each Texaco station would have room to 

stock!   

The toy Texaco fire engine very closely resembles a 1950’s style American La France 900 Series pumper, and 

this truly extraordinary toy had even a working water pump, but no batteries or any other power source 

was used in the model! 

So my story finally comes to its pinnacle at the recent  2024 Barry Skelly  York(Pa.) toy show on Thanksgiving 

weekend(certainly one of the LARGEST  toy shows in USA now!!), as I was walking down one of the crowded 

aisles, I spotted a Texaco Fire Engine, with original box…that at first glance  looked nicer then any I had 

seen, and as the vendor was showing it to another possible buyer…he mentioned it had ALL the parts ..was 

in ABSOLUTELY MINT, factory-fresh condition…as some of the other parts had never been put  on, but were 

ALL INCLUDED,  including the roof light, which when attached, the truck really won’t fit back in the box 

properly…and even the tiny all metal crank that winds the bell and siren  was there, and when I got home 

found the bell and siren to work just like it left the Wen-Mac factory in 1964! The dealer I was standing at,  I 

had also bought other toys from in previous years up at the Fall Hershey Auto meet flea market…and as the 

other collector was looking at the truck, I heard the dealer mention a price of $150 total, and I think the 
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other guy was trying to even bicker that price down some, so I said “I’ll give you the $150 total”, 

and  the  dealer  quickly sold it to me, as the other collector just walked away..I don’t  think the other 

possible buyer had any intentions  to buy it, and I think the dealer put a low price on it,  as he didn’t want 

to carry such a large item  home, & seemingly didn’t realize the value that totally mint-condition fire engine 

had ! So I was just delighted, and had quite a large, heavy  box to carry through that really crowded 

show…but sitting here in my  little 3rd floor office I’m looking at this beautiful Texaco Fire Engine, as a life’s 

dream is  finally  fulfilled!  …On the literally dozens of these  fire engines I have seen over the years at 

shows  or  on EBay, ALWAYS  one plastic part  or more were broken off or missing….and here my example 

is absolutely a perfect original model! ..the “Holy Grail” has arrived….following are a few photos…Happy 

Collecting! ..and Happy New Year!  

Here is  a general view of the 1964 Texaco Fire Engine, displayed on its original box. 

 

On the back platform of the Texaco  Fire Engine I had to fit  in place the black nozzle used to attach water 

through the pumper..and the little metal crank that winds the  right side siren/bell sounds is seen lying on 

top platform. 
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Cast into the heavy steel base of the  TEXACO Fire Engine are the words “Fire Chief Gasoline”, “Havolene 

Motor Oil”, &  “Texaco Anti-Freeze” along with the manufacturer’s identification…just such an interesting 

advertising touch! 
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On this right side view of my big 26’ long steel TEXACO Fire Engine, can be seen the tiny hole into  which 

the metal crank fits  that operates the  realistic siren and bell sounds- still perfect after 60 years or so later 

from issue! 
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An original die-cut cardboard ad card in my paper collection, used by Texaco in 1964 to promote its toy fire 

engine! 
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BEW-LEE:  THE NATIONAL MOTOR 

MUSEUM AT BEAULIEU 

By Fred Fravel 

As promised last month, photos from a visit to another major auto museum in the U.K., the National Motor 

Museum at Beaulieu.  The Museum is located in the village of Beaulieu, set in the heart of the New Forest, 

in the English county of Hampshire, near the south coast.  The New Forest is a very large park, and on the 

coach ride in we got to see the wild horses that live in this wilderness setting.  The locals pronounce it “bew-

lee” despite what would seem to be a very different pronunciation based on the French language origins of 

the name.  Beaulieu is much more than a motor museum – there is also the Palace House, Grounds & 

Gardens, Beaulieu Abbey, Little Beaulieu and the Secret Army Exhibition. All of these are connected by a 

monorail and an antique bus shuttle. The Museum complex at Beaulieu includes the car museum (285 

vehicles, I am told), but also a full café restaurant and a large gift shop.   

It is located somewhat near the Goodwood track.  We were on a tour organized by Steve Austin’s Great 

Vacations (www.steveaustinsautomobilesandtravel.com), that included the Gaydon museum previously 

featured, a visit to the Range Rover and Morgan factories (you cannot imagine two more different 

approaches to building a car—robots vs. hand tools), this museum at Beaulieu, and the Goodwood Revival 

historic car weekend (future issue).  Also a lot of great pub meals, Stratford, Salisbury Cathedral, Stonehenge, 

etc. 

While we were there for a few hours on a quiet day just before the Goodwood madness, the Motor Museum 

and Beaulieu are really an ongoing event.  Think of the Hershey museum, all the Carlisle shows, spring 

Carlisle, and fall Hershey all in one.  The Beaulieu Autojumble is billed as the large antique car 

parts/sale/automobilia event on that side of the Atlantic, takes place a week or two after the Goodwood 

Revival in the fall.   

The museum is huge, and is very well displayed and organized.  It includes a large selection of pre-brass 

era vehicles (the first cars. Period), a brass era selection, representative British cars from the era between 

the wars and up to the present day.  There were some movie cars, and apparently there is a Top Gear 

collection.  It includes a substantial motorcycle collection as well.  Way too much to document here.   

I was fascinated with the very early vehicles, pre- brass era, so there are a number of photos of those cars.  

I did include a number of photos of typical British cars, not the sportscars we saw so much over here, but 

the sedans that were more typical of the roads there.   There were a number of well-prepared collections of 

automobilia, included cases with a number of models.  A walk-around selection, beginning in 1886:  

https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/attractions/palace-house-gardens/
https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/attractions/grounds-gardens/
https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/attractions/grounds-gardens/
https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/attractions/beaulieu-abbey/
https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/attractions/little-beaulieu/
https://www.beaulieu.co.uk/attractions/secret-army-exhibition/
http://www.steveaustinsautomobilesand/
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Fiat Tipo Zero—not the first, but an early one.  
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Rolls-Royce from the ‘20’s—and English Fords of the ‘60’s and ‘70’s. 
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Flying Lady up close.  
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Fake brass-age, the “Chitty-Chitty Bang Bang” Disney movie car. 
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Typical battery electric “milk float”—home-delivered dairy products were delivered with electric vehicles so as not 
to wake up sleeping residents.   
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And WWII Willys Jeep—an important and well-remembered vehicle in the U.K. 
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An open top bus built on a Maxwell chassis from the U.S.  Maxwell was taken over three years later and became 
the basis for Chrysler. 
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Saw one of these two days later at Goodwood Revival—driven in anger, what a sound! 


